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Current Governmental Overview.
The last health care point of interest 2 nights ago was related to the ongoing Congressional ‘Doctor Fix’. This problem has been in the works for weeks but now the implementation date is eminent and forcing action. It looks like Congress may pass legislation to delay the implementation of this portion of the Healthcare Reform Bill for one more month. This delay in Medicare cost reduction implementation may relate to a recent survey of ‘Medicare’ physicians. The survey outcome demonstrated that the decreased reimbursement will lead to 20% of the physician survey respondents restricting/limiting the number of Medicare Patients they are willing to see. This will increase demand/burden on those facilities that do not restrict services. These “unintended consequences” may have a large impact on how the overall Healthcare Reform Bill is implemented in the future. For the immediate future, the expected effect of the proposed decrease in reimbursement for seniors that use Medicare is that the patients will probably be able to see their current MDs as long as they need to, (since there is a doctor-patient relationship already established), but they may not be accepted as new patients by other physicians if they develop a new health concern or change locations. Also, if I understand correctly, there are no guarantees of service. Even if there is an existing physician-patient relationship that may not be since some services may be eliminated entirely. I’ve seen this first hand last night. My sister-in-law’s family member has been a dentist in a government funded dental program for over 20 years. The government is closing the office apparently and there are no referrals planned to other offices or other offices available to pick up the patients—the patients are out of luck at this point. We may see more cuts in services provided in the future in all divisions of healthcare or maybe not. It is too early to spot trends.
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