BYLAWS

OF

 RMPANA DISTRICT IV

Article I 

NAME
The name of this organization shall be RMPANA District IV and includes Northern Colorado and Southeast Wyoming, and the panhandle of Nebraska.

Article II 

MISSION

RMPANA District IV advances nursing practice through education, research and standards.

Article III

MEMBERSHIP
SECTION 1.  Membership in District IV shall be a privilege contingent upon compliance with the requirements of these bylaws and other Board requirements.  There are four classes of members: Active, Associate, Retired, Honorary, Student, and Corporate.

     
A.  Active members shall be duly licensed nurses who currently practice in good standing, at least part time, in Perianesthesia nursing, or in the management, teaching, or research of Perianesthesia nursing.  

     
B. Associate/Affiliate members shall consist of physicians, nurses and other health care practitioners who have an interest in Perianesthesia patient care.

    
C. Retired members shall be members in good standing who, immediately prior to retirement or permanent disability, were active members.

    
D. Honorary members shall be persons who have rendered distinguished or valuable service to the Association or Perianesthesia nursing and have been selected as honorary members by the Component Board of Directors.  Honorary members may concurrently hold another class of membership.


E. Student members shall be individuals pursuing education leading to eligibility to sit for the registered nurse licensing examination.


F. Corporate members shall be companies or organizations that support the mission, purposes and goals of the Association.

SECTION 2. REPRESENTATION. Active and retired members in good standing may vote on matters submitted to the membership.  Active members in good standing may hold an office.  Active and retired members in good standing may serve on or chair committees.

SECTION 3. BENEFITS. Members in good standing shall receive all official publications and notices of the Association.

SECTION 4. APPLICATION AND DUES ASSESSMENT.

     
A. Any person desiring membership shall submit a written, signed membership application to the American Society of PeriAnesthesia Nurses (ASPAN).

     
B. All members, except for honorary members without another class of membership, shall be assessed dues, the amount determined by ASPAN and RMPANA.  Members are delinquent if their dues are not received by ASPAN within sixty (60) days of the date upon which dues are payable, after that point membership shall be terminated.

     
C.  Any member, whose membership has been terminated for nonpayment of dues, may seek reinstatement by reapplying as in an original application for membership. 


D.  All dues shall be payable to ASPAN who will then distribute appropriate funds to the component (RMPANA).  The component reimburses the districts.

SECTION 5. TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP. Members who do not adhere to District, RMPANA and/or ASPAN bylaws and policies may have their membership terminated by the RMPANA Board of Directors in collaboration with ASPAN and the District.  Termination action shall not be taken until a member is advised of specific rationale for termination and given opportunity for due process as recommended in Roberts Rules of Order, Newly Revised.   Termination of membership shall also occur upon death of a member.

Article IV 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1. Composition of the Board.  The officers and any committee chairpersons shall be voting members of the Board.

Section 2. Quorum.  The presence of fifty-one percent of the District IV officers constitutes a quorum for all meetings.  

Section 3. Voting. Voting shall be by simple Plurality.  Action may be taken upon an affirmative vote. Voting may occur via any modern means of communication such as e-mail.

Section 4. Officers. The officers shall be President, Vice- President/ President Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

Section 5. Term of Office. Officers will be elected for a one-year term with the exception of the Treasurer and Secretary, who will both hold a two-year term. The term of office shall commence on September/October following the election.
Section 6. Election of Officers. Voting for election of officers shall be held in September/October by nomination and/or written ballot. Election of officers shall require a simple majority of votes cast. If no nominee receives a majority, a second ballot shall be held between the two nominees who receive the highest number of votes, all other nominees being eliminated.   

Section 7. President.  The President shall preside at all meetings of the membership. The President shall be the representative and spokesperson for the District. The President shall have general charge and supervision of the business and affairs of the Association, and shall do and perform such other duties as are appropriate to the office of President. He/She will serve as District Representative to RMPANA’s Board of Directors.

Section 8. Vice-President/President Elect.  The Vice-President/President Elect shall assist the President in all duties throughout the year. In addition, the Vice-President/President Elect will assume the duties of the President in the absence or disability of the President and assume the office of President the following term.  He/She will serve as the Education Chairperson for the District. 

Section 9. Secretary.  The Secretary shall attend and keep minutes of meetings of the Board and the membership where business is conducted. The Secretary shall attend to the giving and serving of all notices of the District, shall have a copy of the By-laws available at all meetings for reference, keeps a record of correspondence of the District, and summarizes electronic business for the official minutes. He/She will serve as the Membership Chairperson for the District.

Section 10. Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall collect, receive and deposit all the funds of the District as directed by the Board. The Treasurer will keep a record containing names and addresses of all members obtained from the RMPANA treasurer. The Treasurer shall prepare reports and accounts of the financial condition of the District, and submit a yearly financial report to the RMPANA Treasurer at such time requested by the RMPANA Treasurer.  He/She will serve as the Finance Chairperson for the District.

Section 11 Vacancies.  Any vacancy of the Presidency will be filled by the Vice-President/President-Elect. If the Vice-President/President-Elect vacates the office, an election is required. A vacancy occurring in other offices shall be filled by appointment by the President for the remainder of the term with the approval of the Board. 

Article V

COMMITTEES

SECTION1. GENERAL.  Committees shall meet as necessary to accomplish responsibilities stated in Bylaws, Policies and Procedures.

SECTION 2. EDUCATION COMMITTEE. The education committee shall consist of at least two members.  The Vice-President/President Elect shall serve as Chairperson. The Committee shall develop, plan and supervise all aspects of continuing education in Perianesthesia nursing.

SECTION 3. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE.  The Secretary shall serve as Chairperson. The membership committee shall encourage qualified persons to apply for membership in ASPAN/RMPANA and assist in maintaining an accurate roster of the District membership.

SECTION 4. FINANCE COMMITTEE.  The Board of Directors serves as the Finance Committee.  The Treasurer shall serve as Chairperson during financial business.  The committee shall be responsible for all matters concerning finances and prepare an annual budget of anticipated income and expenditures.

SECTION 5. AD HOC Committees.  The Board may appoint additional committees to further the mission of RMPANA District IV.  The committee’s purpose and goals are to be stated at time of appointment.

Article VI 

MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. District Meetings. 


A. Regular meetings of the District shall be two to three times a year.


B. The time and place are determined by mutual agreement of the 


Membership or the Board of Directors.


C. Notice of meetings will be sent to the membership at least 14 


days prior to the date of the next meeting.

D. A quorum shall consist of those members present, one of whom

shall be the President or Vice-President/President Elect.

Section 2 Special Meetings.

Special meetings may be called at any time by the President or upon written request of 25% of the active members. Written notice or 

e-mail notice of a special meeting shall be delivered to each member at least 14 days before the date of the meeting and include the purpose for which the meeting will be held. 

Section 3. Voting. 


Active and Retired members shall be entitled to one vote and voting shall be by simple plurality. All actions may be taken upon the affirmative vote of those members present and voting at a duly called meeting. Votes may be accepted at the discretion of the Board by mail or other means of communication, such as e-mail.

ARTICLE VII

MISCELLANEOUS

SECTION 1. FISCAL YEAR. The fiscal year of the district shall commence on January 1 of each year and end on the succeeding December 31. The business year shall be October through September. 
SECTION 2. PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE. ”Robert’s Rules of Order” shall serve as the parliamentary authority of the District with respect to all rules and procedures not covered by these Bylaws. 

SECTION 3. BOOKS. The District shall keep accurate and complete books/records of all proceedings of its members, District Board, and committees. Such books/records shall be respectively kept by the officers/Chairpersons and shall be open to inspection on the written demand of any member.

ARTICLE VIII

AMENDMENTS

These bylaws may be altered, repealed or amended by the affirmative vote of the District Board or if decided by the Board, those members present and voting at any regular or special meeting of the District. The proposed alteration, repeal or amendment shall be provided prior to the Board or membership meeting. Updated bylaws should be sent to the RMPANA bylaws chairperson every three years.

ARTICLE IX

DISSOLUTION

Upon the dissolution of the District, the Board shall, after paying or making provisions for the payment of all the liabilities of the District, dispose of all the assets of the District to RMPANA

Adopted: April 1987   Amended: April 2006   Amended: October 2010

